


















Identification and Characterization of Gulf Habitats

Develop and implement a standard habitat classification 
Awarded to Nature Serve
The project will support the development of the Priority Habitat Information Network System (PHINS) by 
developing and implementing a standard habitat classification. Outputs will include a documented classification 
of Gulf of Mexico Habitats, a metadata standard, and demonstration for integrating existing habitat data into 
PHINS.

Identify, inventory and catalog existing data sets and information related to coastal and marine 
habitats in the U.S. and Mexican waters of the Gulf of Mexico 
Awarded to Florida Fish and Wildlife Research Institute
This effort will supply the means for the identification of data information gaps in marine habitats in the U.S. 
and Mexican waters of the Gulf of Mexico. 

Reducing Nutrients

Nutrient Conference Support 
Awarded to Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality
The project’s primary goal is to reduce nutrient loading in Gulf of Mexico waters by supporting State staff travel 
to technical workshops and conferences.  Over the next several years, Gulf States will be establishing numerical 
criteria for nutrients in coastal ecosystems that will guide regulatory, land use and water quality protection 
decisions.  Because the five States face similar nutrient management challenges at both the estuary level and 
as the receiving water for the entire Mississippi River watershed, the Gulf of Mexico Alliance is an important 
venue to build and test management tools to reduce nutrients in Gulf waters and achieve healthy and resilient 
coastal ecosystems.  The MDEQ project supports the Alliance and the Clean Water Act by hosting a workshop 
in Late Spring/Early Summer of 2007.  The objectives of this workshop are to 1) Identify and evaluate nutrient 
monitoring methodologies including both field and laboratory work; 2) Identify and evaluate nutrient models 
appropriate for the Gulf of Mexico Hypoxia issue; and 3) Work to identify a common approach for the five Gulf 
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